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Exhibit Schedule
John Brommel — Sculptures and Paintings 
August 10–September 8
Artisan Road Trip 09  
September 10 – October 10
Theresa Lugo — “Joy of Life”  
October 12–November 20

Arts on Grand to Get a Facelift
Construction is slated to begin soon on 
remodeling projects at Arts on Grand. It should 
begin in August, and be finished before the 
Clay County Fair. We will be taking advantage 
of the Spencer Storefront Initiative program to 
remodel both the front and rear entryways.

The Fraser Building, which houses the 
gallery, is a key structure in the city’s Historic 
District, and our remodel will restore the front 
as closely as possible to its original appearance. 
The back entrance, which has no historic 
significance, is also being remodeled

As part of the remodeling, the building will 
be made more energy efficient. Thermal-paned 
windows and doors will be installed in both 
the front and back. The front windows will use 
UV-rated glass to help protect artwork from 
the harmful rays of the sun. The apartment 
windows, which are original to the building, 
will be restored, and inside storm windows 
made to improve energy efficiency.

This remodeling is part of Arts on Grand’s 
Iowa Great Places project, which is aimed at 
restoration and improving energy efficiency of 
the entire building.
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2009 Backyard Bach & Blues
This summer’s Backyard Bach & Blues, “A Taste of Tuscany,” took place July 18 at Del’s Garden 
Center. Del’s new wood-fired outdoor pizza oven got a workout, turning out 70 gourmet pizzas 
during the evening. Also on the menu were antipasti, salads, sorbets, gelati, and other delicacies.

Music was provided by pianist Isaac Brockshus. A 2007 graduate of Spencer High School, he 
is majoring in composition at the University of Northern Iowa. Adding a bit of local color to the 
event, soprano Jessica Hurley Schable sang a selection of arias from Italian and French operas. Jessica 
is a Milford native and a 2005 graduate of Simpson College in Indianola. She was accompanied by 
Christina Pierce of Spencer.

The first Backyard Bach & Blues was held in 1992 to help raise funds for the Spencer Area Arts 
Council and the new gallery at Arts on Grand. Since then, it has grown to become the community’s 
best summer party. Each year it takes place in a different location, and there is a different theme. 
Next year, it will return to Doris Ginger’s yard to help celebrate the centennial of her home. 
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Spencer Community Theatre 
Spencer Community Theater will be moving 
its productions to the Clay County Regional 
Events Center for the 2009–2010 season while 
the Playhouse undergoes major remodeling. 
Advance ticket sales will be handled through the 
SCT Playhouse box office during construction. 
The season schedule is:
Oklahoma! — October 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 

2009
A Christmas Story — December 10, 11, 12, 

13, 2009
Over the River and Through the Woods — 

February 11, 12, 13, 14, 2010
The Spitfire Grill — April 15, 16, 17, 18, 2010

Parker Museum
“Reliving the 1920s in Clay County” is Parker 
Museum’s 2009 major exhibit, located in the 
second-floor exhibit room. This was a decade of 
growth and changing technology in the home, 
the farm, and in business. The exhibit was 
researched and created by Assistant Director 
Holly Kellogg.

Clay County Fair Art Barn
Before we know it, it will be time for the Clay 
County Fair. This year the fair begins late, 
running September 12–20. We will be at the 
Art Barn again with a host of visual artists 
demonstrating and selling their work, music in 
the gazebo, and great activities for kids of all 
ages—including the ever-popular watercolor 
easels on the south side of the building.

Volunteers are needed for two-hour shifts 
every day. Your volunteer time is good for a 
ticket admitting you to the Fair. If you would 
like to volunteer for one or more two-hour 
shifts at the Art Barn, please call Joanne at 
712.262.4307, or e-mail her at programming@
artsongrand.org.

Arts on Grand downtown will be closed 
as usual on Sundays and Monday. It will be 
open from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. other days 
during the fair.

SAAC Elects New Officers
The annual meeting of the board of directors 
of the Spencer Area Arts Council was held on 
Monday, July 6, at Arts on Grand. Barbara 
Workman was elected president, replacing 
Irene McCoy. Other officers include treasurer 
John Toale and secretary Carole Lea Cotton.

Tennie Binzer of Spencer and Lois 
Christensen of Hartley were elected to fill 
vacancies on the board of directors.

Top right: Katie Plucker 
demonstrated her watercolor 
technique in the SMU studio.

Above: The Jessie James Band got 
the studio audience involved.

Bottom right: Hosts Curtis Dean 
and Jill Barr welcomed glass artist 
Jesse Bogenrief to the studio.

2009 Telethon
The Spencer Area Arts Council held its second annual telethon on SMU Channel 3 Sunday, May 
3, from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. The theme of this year’s telethon was “ART—a pART of all of us.” The 
telethon’s chief goal was to raise $15,000 in operating expenses for the next year. It also aimed at 
increasing awareness of the Spencer Area Arts Council, Arts on Grand, local artists, and the arts in 
general, as well as recruiting new members.

This year’s telethon featured local artist Anita Baedke-Plucker demonstrating her watercolor 
technique in the studio. She later announced that she was donating the “Thunder Bridge” original 
watercolor to Arts on Grand to sell for additional funds.

A number of local musicians performed live—Shanté Foote and The Last Minute, Devin van 
Holsteijn, Hailie Iles, and the Spencer High School Chromatic Jazz. We were really pleased to be 
able to present so many talented young high school musicians. The Jessie James Band, Jim and Jessie 
Howard from Spirit Lake, added to the musical fun.

Joining Jill Barr and Curtis Dean in the studio were Jean Tennant, who heads the Arts on Grand 
writers group; local artists Jessie Bogenrief, Anita Gilbert and Anthony Vodraska; and pianist Abby 
Cooper Brewer, who performed at Arts on Grand immediately after the telethon.

Also on hand again this year were state senator David Johnson and representative Mike May, 
Spencer mayor Reynold Peterson, and city manager Bob Fagen. SAAC board vice president Barbara 
Workman talked about the Gallery Shop art on display in the studio and this year’s Backyard 
Bach & Blues, which she chaired. Arts on Grand executive director Martin Arthur discussed the 
sculpture that has been commissioned for the city of Spencer by SPACE.

The telethon also included highlights of the previous year at Arts on Grand as captured by SMU 
Cable’s video department, including artists’ receptions, Music in the Gallery, classes, and outreach 
activities—all of which demonstrated the rich variety of offerings available.

At the end of the telethon, a drawing was held for a fine art print donated by the artists, Anita 
Gilbert and Anthony Vodraska. Tom and Wendy Van Tassel were the lucky winners.

We at Arts on Grand would like to take this opportunity to once more thank everyone who 
helped make this event such a great success!

Scenes from the Telethon
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Summer Video Camp
The participants in this summer’s week-long 
Video Camp produced two videos, which will 
be premiered here at a later date. The camp was 
offered by Arts on Grand in cooperation with 
Spencer Municipal Utilities. It was conducted 
by Eric Meeter, a Dordt College senior who  
interned this summer at SMU Cable’s studio.

The camp was modeled after a college-level 
class. The kids worked on all aspects of video 
production, from storyboarding and script 
development to editing and mastering.

Meeter had high praise for his students’ 
capabilities, noting that the six kids were able 
to do in 15 hours what it took his college class 
48 hours to complete!

On the left, Forest Saunders, who was 
visiting from Seattle during the camp, takes a 
turn at the camera to shoot an outdoor location 
scene in the alley behind Arts on Grand.

Sculptures and Paintings by 
John Brommel
Des Moines artist John Brommel has works 
in private collections around Iowa as well 
as numerous other states. Between now and 
September 8, Arts on Grand is displaying a 
fascinating  selection of his work.

“My art is a never-ending journey of 
discovery and invention. I avidly recycle and 
repurpose material, drawing from diverse 
technical genres, searching out new and 
innovative applications. I greatly enjoy the 
interplay of energies and ideas in the execution 
of commissioned works. The work ethic and 
sense of efficiency practiced in my 35 years as 
a steamfitter are very apparent in the execution 
of my work.”

Exhibit News
Vehicles of Inquiry
Spencer native Sue Avery Lewis brought her art 
exhibit to Arts on Grand during July and early 
August. “Vehicles of Inquiry: A Contemplative 
Journey” showcased mixed-media installations 
involving silver jewelry pieces, fantastical 
vehicles, and collage paintings that encouraged 
viewers to ask questions, consider the artist’s 
questions, and to observe and enjoy the 
“vehicles” that transport her thoughts.

In her gallery talk, Sue explained that she 
hoped that the exhibit would encourage people 
to think, to come up with their own answers 
to the questions she posed. She pointed out 
that she did not portray drivers in any of her 
vehicles so that viewers could put themselves in 
the driver’s seat.



Contact Arts on Grand!
Arts on Grand General Information: 
info@artsongrand.org

Arts on Grand Staff
Martin Arthur, Executive Director, 
director@artsongrand.org
Joanne Schar, Programming & Marketing 
Director, programming@artsongrand.org
Sandy Langner, Office Administrator, 
accounting@artsongrand.org

Board of Directors 2008–2009
Barbara Workman, President
Carole Lea Cotton, Secretary
John Toale, Treasurer
Ann Holck, Grants Officer
Irene McCoy, Past President
Jill Barr
Tennie Binzer
Bob Booth
Lois Christensen
Jan Edmondson
Carl Klein
Mary Rahn
Peggy Roberts
Jim Schooley
Anthony Vodraska

Concert Association Announces New Season
The 2009–2010 season of the Spencer Area Concert Association will feature six concerts:

Minneapolis Guitar Quartet — September 26
Quattrocelli (four cellists playing music from the movies) — November 7
Noteworthy Duo (flute and guitar with a South American flavor) — December 12
Craicmore (Celtic bamd) — February 27
Chapter 6 (male a capella sextet) — March 27
Project (classical-jazz-fusion trio) — April 24

In addition, season ticket holders may attend an additional eight concerts in Algona and Sheldon. 
This year, all Spencer concerts will be on Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.  Brochures are being mailed to 
all 2008–2009 season ticket holders, and will be available at locations around the area, including 
Arts on Grand. Season tickets may be purchased at Arts on Grand. For more information, phone 
712.262.4307 or visit www.SpencerConcerts.com.
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Annual Support: July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009
Business Partners
A & M Laundry
A Piece of Work, Inc.
Bank of America
Beecher & Beecher
Bedell, Tom Foundation
Biederman Design
Bogenrief Studio
C’s Liquor
Campbell, Higgins & Associates
Cannon, Moss, Brygger & 

Associates
Carey’s Electronics
Carroll’s Bakery
Chiropractic Arts–Dr. Liz Kressin
Choice Technologies
Christians Sheet Metal
Clay County Cattlemen
Clay County Pork Producers
Clay County Garden Club
Coffman’s Locksmith Shop
Commstock Investments, Inc.
Community State Bank
Community State Bank & 

Insurance
Del’s Garden Center
Don Pierson Ford, Lincoln & 

Mercury
Dyno’s
Emagine Marketing
Emmetsburg Vet Clinic, Dr. 

Dennis Schneider 
Fabric Warehouse
Fareway
Farmers Savings Bank, Fostoria
Farmers Trust & Savings Bank
Gourmet Girls Catering
Graham Tire
H & N Chevrolet, Buick
Hemphill Law Office
Hen House
KICD & KLLT Radio
Kiwanis After Five
KUYY & Y100.1 Radio
Jasper Winery
Johnson Bros. Beverages
Judy Hemphill Photography
Little Swan Lake Winery
Marvin Burk Photography–Rick 

Krebsbach
Matt Furniture
Maytag Dairy
Merrill Company/Arnold Motor 

Supply
Mission Theatre Company
Northwest Bank
Okoboji Trading Company
Okoboji Wines
Phelps, G. William, D.D.S.
Re*Be Skin Clinic–Dr. R. 

Kolegraff

RE/MAX Real Estate
Solutions
Speed Printers
Spencer Golf & Country Club
Spencer Women of Today
Standard Printing
State Bank
US Bank
Wal-Mart
Whittenburg Distributors
Williams & Co.
Winther, Stave & Co.

Benefactors
Gaul, Dr. B.L. & Carrie
Holck, Gary & Ann

Patrons
Avery, Molly & Steve
Dettmer, Tom & Becky
Krzmarzick Family in memory of 

Marilyn Easter
Rahn, John & Mary

Donors
Chenhall, Barb & Gle
Cotton, John & Carole Lea
Cozine, Dr. Bob & Nancy
Easter, Jack & Jacque
Nelson, Frank & Sylvia
Pruitt, Dr. Alex & Jean
Robison, Dr. David & Shelly
Schar, H & Joanne
Swan, Robert & Lynn
Whittenburg, Candice

Contributors
Adams, Ron & Janice
Beecher, Bruce & Sandi
Booth, Robert
Carroll, Joe & Mary
Christ, Dr. David & Jane
Deffer, Philip & Peg
Dotson, Lynn
Edmondson, Tim & Jan
Evert, Kathy & Craig
Feldmann, Dr. Bruce & Jennifer
Geyer, Curtis & Sandra
Goecke, Agnes
Grell, Steve & Kim
Hart, Ellen
Heikens, Phyllis
Hemme, Marilyn
Hopton, Trudy
Johnston, Meredith & Linda
Jones, Charles
Jones, Dr. Brad & Sheryl
Kenniger, Bernie & Viv
King, Larry
Kruger, George & Carolyn
Lieb, William & Jane
Lively, Elizabeth

Marshall, Clark & Linda
Marske, Doug & Mary
McCoy, Jim & Irene
McKinnon, Fern
Moriarty, George & Janet
Nelson, Polly
Nelson, Tom & Wanda
Rasdal, Harry
Schoelerman, Stan & Muriel
Schuver, Steve & Tracey
Scott, David & Molly
Spooner, Dennis & Diane
Stadsvold, Paul & Sharon
Thomsen, Pat
Toale, John & Heidi
Underwood, Murray & Ina Faye
Vetter, Bonnie & Gene
Vodraska, Anthony & 

Anita Gilbert
Vogel, Lee & Julie Schmidt
Wegner, Larry & Helene
Whittenburg, Ruth Ann
Wilkerson, Rick & Barb
Winther, Merlyn & Sonna
Zulk, John & Susan

Friends
Beck, Mary & Jerry
Bedore, Mark & Oxana
Brockshus, Del & Charin
Cate, Ted & Phyllis
Clark, Shirley
Clifford, Timothy J.
Conley, Lorraine
Cullen, Michaela & James
Dean, Curtis & Rhonda
Delaughter, Linda
Ekberg, Donnabelle
Elg, Max & Connie
Fagen, Robert
Fries, Linda
Hemphill, Doris
Herbster, Vivian Heikens
Hoffman, Mary Lou
Holck, Duaine & Sally
Hooven, Jane Bryn
Hopkins, John & Linda
Howard, James & Jessie
Iverson, Bruce & Judy
Johnson, State Senator David
Kellogg, Holly
Kilpatrick, Kent & Lanette
Kintigh, Herb & Arla
Klein, Carl & Sharon
King, Wendell & Diane
Klaessy, Verla
Koehnk, Alvena
Krei, Brad & Lori
Little Sioux Spinners & Weavers
Lohman, Glen & Ann

May, State Representative Mike & 
Marge

McGranahan, Allen & Cindy
Montgomery, Dick & Mary Jean
Nalley, Pat & Laurie
Oechslin, Maureen
Olson, Kent & Rhonda
Orr, Keith & Janice
Peterson, Reynold & Kimala
Plucker, Katie & Mark
Simington, David & Sharon
Simons, Bruce & Gayle
Sorenson, Ellen
Spalding, Grace
Thiesse, Jim & Theresa
Thomsen, Pat
Van Berkum, Kris & Dan
Wilson, Beth
Winterboer, Becky & Dennis

Family
Barringer, Bob & Delores
Binzer, Randall & Tennie
Blabaum, Josephine
Brockshus, Todd & Barb
Bruce Morrison’s Studio
Carmichael, William & Judy
Cathcart, Beth
Cullen, Michaela & James
Drefke, Neal & Cindy
Fideler, Dr. & Mrs. Michael
Fideler, Ty & Joan
Finnern, Julie & Scott
Foote, Jean
Gilderhus, Tami & Scott
Hall, Steven & Jeanine
Hartkemeyer, Kevin & Reyne
Henning, Mel & Twila
Hoberg, Roger & Alice
Hunter, Stephen
Hunziker, Dr. Ken & Karen
Kooker, Todd & Shanna
Langner, Dale & Sandy
Littlefield, Roger & Linda
Moore, Don & Sylvia
Morrison, Bruce
Muckey, Del & Marcie
Myers, Mel & Jan
Nelson, Kent & Marcy
Netten, Ron & Debra
Nicholaisen, Terry & Janet
Nolin, Karl
Noll, Diane 
Odor, Jon
Oechslin, Maureen
Olberding, Ron & Carol
Palm, Steve & Peggy
Parks, Dean & Diane
Petersen, Pete & Jackie
Rasch, Greg & Theresa
Reed, Ivan & Mary Lou



Roberts, Peggy & Jerry
Rossiter, Leo & Colette
Schueneman, Art & Kay
Schwarz, Donna
Simonin, Dr. Kella
Stave, Jan & Paul
Steele, Mary & Steven
Steven, Elmer & Dorothy
Sweet, Misty
Taylor, Orv & Betty
Thomas, Mike & Judi
VandeBerg, Paul & Deona
Van Tassell, Revs. Tom & Wendy
Von Schrader, Max & Mary

Individuals
Albertson,Bonnie
Albright, JoAnn 
Ambrosius, Barb
Arthur, Martin
Beving, Bev & Dick
Blanchet, Laura
Bomgaars, Marti
Buchholz, Karen
Carlson, Lois
Castillo, Leanne
Christensen, M/M Calvin
Christensen, Lois
Clarke, Donna Dyhrkopp
Eala, Nyla
Eischeid, Mary
Fieselmann, Dr. George & Ruth
Forbes, Karen
Fraseur, Marge
Freese, Tracy
Froehlich, Evaline
Goeken, Rita
Grohe, Linda
Henriksen, Glenn

Huffman, Lorrie
Hughes, Darline
Hughes, Evelyn
Jackson, Alyssa
James, Mary Lou
Johnson, Judy
Lee, Shirley
Lynch, Barb
Manley, Debra Jo Yellick
Mechler, Deb
Moody, William
Muske, Corrine
O’Clair, Nathan
Olson, William
Palm, Michael
Peterson, Brandie
Peterson, Verna
Polson, Gene
Pritchard, Bob
Rhode, Betty
Rindsig, Marla Jean
Ruddy, Dr. M. Karen
Rusch, Florence
Schoer, Don & Sylvia
Schomburg, Jim & Deb
Shaffer, Evaughn
Small, Julie
Stewart, Mari
Tennant, Jean
Towner, Helen
Wachtel, Patricia
Wagner, Alice
Wheeler, Clare
Wittstruck, Linda
Wolford, Gretchen
Wood, Vicki
Wyatt, Catherine
Vodraska, Dorothy

Gallery Shop Artists/
Students
Anderson, Timothy J.
Augustine, Helen
Barnes, Suzi
Barth, Kathy
Biederman, Susan
Clouse, Danielle
Chareunsouk, Tenee
Davis, Avis
Drennen, Glenda
Elliott, Chad
Fisk, Lynette
Hankens, Connie
Houge, Marvel
Kellogg, Sarah

"

Spencer Area Arts Council Annual Membership:

Last Name	 First Name(s)

Mailing Address

City	 State	 ZIP

Phone	 E-mail address

Please make checks payable to Arts on Grand.  
Visa and Mastercard also accepted.

Visa or Mastercard Number	 Exp. Date	 Signature

Business Partners
  Booster $100	   Partner $200	   Sponsor $500 & up

Memorials to celebrate a:
  Memory	   Birthday	  Anniversary	 Other:                               

Individual’s Name

Opportunities for Members
Please contact us if you would like to share your time or talents in 
on any of the following volunteer committees:

Return with your payment to: 
Arts on Grand, 408 North Grand Avenue, Spencer, IA 51301

Benefactor	 $1,000 + _____
Patron	 $   500 + _____
Donor	 $   250 + _____
Contributor	 $   100 + _____

Family	 $     50 + _____
Individual	 $     35 + _____
Gallery Artist	 $     15 + _____

 Add $__________ to support our Endowment Fund.

  Marketing & Public Relations
  Hospitality
  Endowments
  Grants
 Artists Jury

  Building Management
 Art Adventures and Trips
  Backyard Bach & Blues
  Other                                   

McGee, Barb
Maurer, Amy
Medak, Kajsa
Myron, Vicki
Nieuwendorp, Jane
Oppedal, Alan
Painter, Amelia
Petersen, Jennifer
Schwarck, Kurt
Shaw, Colleen
Smith, Marion
Smith, Wayne
Thomas, Karen
Thompson, Katie
Weikum, Sherry

Mezzo-soprano Andrea Petska sang a program of arias and art songs at 
Arts on Grand on the evening of Thursday, August 6. The Spencer native 
was visiting from Philadelphia, where she has performed with the Main 
Line Opera Guild. She was accompanied by Jessica Schable on the piano.


